CLAIMS 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . Alatch system for a container, the container including a first section and a second 
section, the Mch system comprising: 

a deflectable pin coupled to t he firs t section; and 

a latch coupled to th e second sec tion, the latch including a deflectable pin 
engaging member; \ 

wherein the deflectable pin is configured to absorb relative movement between 
the first section and the sVond section. 

2. The container latch system of claim 1, wherein the deflectable pin is mounted to 
the bottom section and the latch rs coupled the top section. 

0 \ 

3. The container latch system of claim 1, further including: 

a deflectable pin stop positioned adjacent to the deflectable pin; 
wherein the deflectable pin stop is arranged to stop the deflection of the 
deflectable pin. \ 

4. The container latch system of claim 1, wheremthe deflectable pin is mounted to 
the top section and the latch is coupled the bottom section. 

5. The container latch system of claim 1, wherein the container is substantially 
waterproof and substantially airtight. \, 
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6. A &tch system for a container, the container jncluding a fi rst section and a seco nd 
section, the Vtch system comprising: 

a latcnspin moun ted in th efi rst sec tion; and 

a deflectable member mounted in a latch, with the latch pivotally coupled to the 
latch pin so that the deflectable member is positioned between the latch pin and the latch; 

wherein the latflJi is structured to removably engage the second section, and the 
deflectable member is configured to absorb relative movement between the first section 
and the second section. 

7. The latch system of claim & wherein the deflectable member is structured to resist 
relative movement between the latch and the latch pin. 



8. The latch system of claim 6, whereiiMie deflectable member is structured to 
15 provide a means for adjusting the force requireatfo pivot the latch about the latch pin. 

9. The latch system of claim 6, wherein the deflectable member is a bushing. 



10 



^ 10. The latch system of claim 6, wherein the deflectable hiember is a cylindrical 
20 bushing that includes a plurality of deflectable ribs positioned substantially parallel to a 
longitudinal axis of the cylindrical bushing. 
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1 1 . \The latch system of claim 6, wherein the deflectable member is a bushing 
comprised of a mate^kselgefed from the group consisting of plastics, rubbers, metal 
alloys, aluminum alloys, and other metals. 

12. The latch system of claim 6, wherein the latch system secures the first section 
against the second section so that the container is substantially waterproof and 
substantially airtight. \ 

13. A container comprising: 

a first section and a secaad section, the first section including a plurality of 
support members arranged to extefM over the second section; and 

a plurality of ribs located onVn exterior surface of both the first and second 
sections; \ 

wherein the plurality of support members are positioned between the plurality of 
ribs, and the support members are structuredV) limit relative movement between the first 
section and the second section. \ 

14. The container of claim 13, wherein each rib ha\a side wall, and each support 
member is positioned between the side walls of two adjacent ribs. 

15. The container of claim 14, wherein the plurality of support ] 
side walls of the plurality of ribs when a force is exerted upon at le; 




embers contact the 
:t one of the first 



555833v2 



16 




section ancLthe second section, thereby limiting relative movement between the first 
section and flhe second section. 
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16. A container compri sing : 

a first section and a second section; 
a removable hinge pin; 

a plurality ofhinge pin receivers positioned on both the first section and the 
second section, the hinge pin receivers configured to slideably receive the hinge pin; and 

a hinge pin locking member located on at least one of the first section and the 
second section, the hinge pin locking member structured to keep the removable hinge pin 
engaged with the hinge pin receivers. 



17. The container of claim 16Awherein the hinge pin locking member comprises a 
locking tab that is structured to fricrbnally engage a section of the hinge pin, so that the 
15 hinge pin can be unlocked and removed from the hinge pin receivers by hand. 



20 



1 8. An container of claim 1 6, further comprising: 

a sealing element positioned between the first section and the second section, the 
sealing element structured to create an airtight seal between the first section and the 
second section; and 

a vent located in the airtight container, the vent\^tructured to be selectively 
opened and closed. 
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19. The container of claim 1 8, wherein the sealing element comprises a deflectable 
member removably positioned in a recess located in at least one of the first section and 
the second seojion. 



5 20. The container of claim 1 8, wherein the vent comprises a threaded hole and a vent 
cover structured to be removably threaded into the threaded hole. 
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2 1 . The container of claim 1 6, further including: 

an extenda ble hand le slidably positioned on at least one of the first and second 
sections, the extendable handle including at least two legs; 

a locking member slidably mounted in at least one leg, the locking member 



structured to releaseably lock tn^ extendable handle in at least one of an extended or 
stored position. 

22. The container of claim 21, fukher including: 

an attaching member structures to slidably mount the extendable handle to at least 
one of the first and second sections, the attaching member including at least two apertures 
configured to receive the locking memberX 



20 23. The container of claim 22, wherein the locking member comprises a sphere 

spring-mounted in an extendable handle leg, the sbhere sized to be removably receivable 
into the apertures located in the attaching member. 
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24. A container including a first section and a second section, the container 
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compnsmg: 

deflectable 
section and for absa 




s for releaseably coupling the first section to the second 
elative movement between the first and second sections when 



5 the first and second sections are coupled together 



25. The container of claim 24, wherein the deflectable latch means comprises: 

a deflectable pin coupled to t he contain er; and 

a latch coupled to the container, the latch including a deflectable pin engaging 
10 member; 

wherein the deflectable pin is configured to absorb relative movement between 
the deflectable pin and the deflectable pin engaging member. 

26. The container of claim >24, wherein the deflectable latch means comprises: 
15 a latch pin mounted in tt^e first section; and 

a deflectable member mounted in a latch, with the latch pivotally coupled to the 
latch pin so that the deflectable member is positioned between the latch pin and the latch; 

wherein the latch is structurecmo removably engage the second section, and the 
deflectable member is configured to absorb relative movement between the first section 
20 and the second section. 



27. A container including a first section and \second section, the container 



compnsmg: 
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deflectable latch means for releaseably coupling the first section to the second 
section and ror absorbing relative movement between the first and second sections when 
the first and second sections are coupled together; 

a plural\fy of ribs extending around an exterior surface of both the first and 
second sections; 

a plurality ofNsupport members arranged to extend over the second section, the 
plurality of support members positioned between the plurality of ribs, the support 
members structured to limit relative movement between the first section and the second 



section; 



a removable hinge pir 

a plurality of hinge pin receivers positioned on both the first section and the 

\ 

second section, the hinge pin receivers configured to slideably receive the hinge pin; and 

\ 

a hinge pin locking member located on at least one of the first section and the 
second section, the hinge pin locking member structured to keep the removable hinge pin 
15 engaged with the hinge pin receivers. 

28. The container of claim 27, wherein the container is substantially waterproof and 
substantially airtight. 
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